From the 
PRESIDENT’S 
DESK 


One of the complaints most fre- 
quently heard in the League of 
Women Voters is that there is 
never enough time to do all the 
things we want to do. Since the 
national Board can only meet at 
the most three times a year, this 
is also its complaint. 

There is continual need, for ex- 
ample, to probe deeply into all the 
Program subjects; to examine at 
frequent intervals our various ac- 
tivities in terms of the purpose of 
the League; to explore new ideas 
and to develop fresh approaches 
to old problems. 

Pressure of time and volume of 
work restrict us, members and 
Board alike. 

At the moment there is pressing 
reason to give concentrated atten- 
tion to the field of foreign policy. 





(Continued from Page 3) 
alone. If the tax rate ceiling were 
imposed by freezing it into the 
Constitution, the federal govern- 
ment would be deprived of the 
flexibility necessary if it is to con- 
tribute to economic stability and 
growth. Income taxes now make 
an important contribution to that 
end. When times are good, the tax 
system tends to absorb inflation- 
ary pressures by taking a rela- 
tively large percentage of private 
income; when business is poor, the 
tax system encourages consump- 
tion and stimulates business ex- 
penditures by taking a relatively 
small percentage of private in- 
comes. These effects can be 
achieved by changes in rates and 
exemptions when they are needed, 
by congressional action. 

Under the amendment, tax col- 
lections could not rise as much in 
prosperous years nor fall as much 
in depressed years ‘as under pres- 
ent law. This result would be com- 
pounded if heavier sales taxes 
were enacted to make up for loss 
in income revenues, since sales 
taxes are less sensitive and affect 
those least able to pay. 


The last national Convention ex- 
pressed overwhelming interest in 
the international field, but the 
range of ideas was so broad that 
a satisfactory focus could not be 
found. 

It is well to remember, too, that 
only through its national Program 
can the League concern itself with 
international subjects. Since citi- 
zens must assume a responsibility 
for the development of U. S. for- 
eign policy, this is an area of 
proper, in fact indispensable activ- 
ity for the League. It therefore 
seems incumbent upon the na- 
tional Board to find ways to help 
the members determine the role of 
the League in this complex and 
insistent field. 

With these things in mind the 
Board has established two infor- 
mal groups which are giving this 
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subject sustained and undivided 
attention. They will report to the 
Board sufficiently in advance of 
the 1958 Convention so that their 
findings may be widely . shared. 
One group—or Exploratory Com- 
mittee as it has been called—is 
meeting in Chicago and the other 
is wor::ing in Washington, D. C. 
Each committee has approxi- 
mately 20 persons participating in 
it; the individuals assume their 
own expenses and they come from 
several nearby states. 

The objectives of these commit- 
tees are three-fold: 1) to select 
the most crucial issues of a world- 
wide character and determine the 
role of the United States in rela- 
tion to them; 2) to examine the 
responsibility of citizens in regard 
to the development of U. S. policy 
on these subjects; and 3) finally, 
in view of the foregoing, to ascer- 
tain what particular contribution 
the League might render citizens 
in order to promote in the field of 
foreign policy informed political 
participation. 

The national Board anticipates 
that the work of these highly 
qualified committees will be of sub- 
stantial assistance to the League 
throughout the national program- 
making period prior to Conven- 
tion. Their conclusions in no way 
will be binding, but they should be 
of immense value in developing 
sound judgments in regard to fu- 
ture League decisions. It is also 
expected that the experience 
gained by League members 
throughout the country during 
the Focus on the Future project 
will prove to be of material as- 


sistance. 


President 
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